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Basis of the opinion 

Priority . 
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I. Basis of tlie report 



Description, Pages 
1-14 



as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 
1-12 



received on 10.05.2004 with letter of 03.05.2004 



Drawings, Slieets 

1/7-7/7 



as originally filed 



« ..,-.u A th«. all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 

Kuale S S *ch ai?S.SnKplS?n^^ filed, unless otherwise Indicated under this rtem. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which Is: . 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andfer 55.3). 

3 Witti reqard to any nucleotide aVid/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international. applicatidh^^ 
SiifrnXnal prlnminary examination was earned out on the basis of the sequence listing. 

□ contained in the international application in written fomn. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable fonn. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority in written fomn. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
In the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the infomiation recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence- 
listing has been fumished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5 □ This report has been established as K (some of) amendments had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must 1^ referred to under it^^ 1 and annexed to this 
report,) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

III. Non-establishment of opinion wUh regard to novelty, inventive step and industriai applicability 

1 The Questions whether the claimed Invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 

SjtoustTtobeiSustrialty 

□ the entire international application, 
|g| claims Nos. 11,12 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an Intemational preliminary examination (specify): 

El the description, claims or drawings (indicate parHcular elerpents below) or said claims Nos. 11,12 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be fonned (specityy. 

see separate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. axe so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed- 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been f umished or does not comply with the Standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with i^gard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
' citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-10 

1-10 
1-10 



2. Citations and explanations 
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Re Item III ^. ^ * . , 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 

applicability. 

The dependent claims 1 1 and 1 2 do not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT in that 
the matter for which protection is sought is not clearly defined. These claims attempt to 
define the subject-matter in terms of reference to the disclosure and the drawings 
contrary to Art. 6 PCT (see also the PCT Gazette. Section iV, §111-4.10). 

Rq Item V . _ . . • , 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial v 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement. 
1 . Lack of Inventive step 

The following point has to be taken into account when assessing inventive step of the 
subject-matter of independent apparatus claim 1. 

i) The features "the pad is Including a grooved lower surface made from an elastic 
material to «nhanco Hi^pArfiinn. in use, of fluids trapped between the pad and a 
surface on which the pad rests when a downward force is applied to the pad" in the 
independent apparatus claim 1 relate to a mQthQd of using ("in use") the apparatus 
rather than clearly defining the apparatus In temns of its tf?ohnical featureg . and 
furthemiore define the subject-matter of the claim in terms of the ry^sult to be achieved 
("so as to enhance dispersion"). Such a formulation is not allowable because it appears 
possible to define tiSe subject-matter in more concrete technical temns, viz. in'temis of 
how the effect is to be achieved. 

Independent apparatus claim 1 

The present application does not meet the requirements of Article 33(1) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 

33(3) PCT. , u ^ 

Document D3, which Is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses a weight sensor accessory pad suitable for placement at the bottom of a 
weight sensor (title, abstract and figures 1 to 4), the pad Including a lower surface 
("projected parts (2)") made from an elastic material (polymer having predetemnined 
elasticity) so as to enhance dispersion, in use ("pressure-sensitive"), of fluids trapped 
between the pad and the surface on which the pad rests (abstract and figures 1 to 4 - 
The pad of D3 includes a plurality of cells made of a pressure-sensitive elastic material 
so as to convert the downward force to a compression force. As a matter of fact, the 
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fluid film trapped between the pad and the ground is efficiently dispersed into the cells 
(fig. 3 and 4) and per se the fluid dispersion is enhanced in comparison to a pad having 
no cells at all - As a result of that dispersion of fluids, the pad does not slip). 
The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from the subject-matter of D3 in that the lower 
surface has grooves. 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as to 
provide an alternative solution in order to enhance dispersion of fluids. 
However, each of D1 and D2 discloses a weight sensor including a grooved lower 
surface (D1: base (16); D2 (base (10)). The examining division is of the opinion that the 
grooves in the weight sensors disclosed in D1 arid D2 are configured to enhance fluid 
dispersion in comparison to weight sensors having no grooves at all. In fact, the fluid 
fllm trapped between the weight sensor and the ground is automatically dispersed 
along the grooves and away from the sensor as soon as the sensor is put onto the 
ground. This is due to the weight of the sensor itself which is applied to the fluids fllm 
when the sensor is put onto the ground. As a result of the dispersion of fluids, the 
weight sensors of D1 and D2 do not slip. 

Hence, the grooves described in each of D1 and D2 are providing the same 
advantages as in the present application. 

The skilled person would therefore regard it as a normal design possibility to combine 
the advantages of an elastic pad (enhanced dispersion due to pressure-sensitivity) as 
disclosed in D3 with the advantages of a grooved lower surface (enhanced dispersion 
due to configuration) as disclosed in document D1 or D2. hereby slightly modifying the 
pad of D3 with corresponding effect, thereby arriving at a pad according to claim 1 . 

Dependent claim 3 

The grid pattern is known from D3 (fig. 1). 
Dependent claims 2, 4-1 0 

In these claims slight constructional changes in the pad Qiaim 1,.are defined which come 
within the scope of the customary practice followed by persons skilled in the art, 
especially as the advantages thus achieved can readily be foreseen. Consequently, the 
subject-matter of these claims lacks an inventive step. 
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AMENDED PAGE 

CLAIMS 



1 A weight sensor accessory pad for placement at the bottom of a 

weight sensor, the pad including a grooved lower surface made fronn an 
elastic material so as to enhance dispersion, in use. of fluids trapped between 
the pad and a surface on which the pad rests when a downward force is 
applied to the pad. 

2. A pad as claimed in claim 1, which includes a grooved upper 

surface, the grooves being configured to enhance dispersion, in use. of fluids 
trapped between the pad and the bottom of the weight sensor when a 
downward force is applied to the pad. 

3 A pad as claimed in either one of claims 1 or 2. wherein the 
grooves are configured to fonn a grid pattern. 

4 A pad as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3. wherein the 
grooves are configured to fomn a tread pattern similar to or the same as that 
of a motor vehicle tyre. 

5. A pad as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4, which is shaped 
and configured to compliment the bottom of the weight sensor. 

6. A pad as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 5. which is shaped 
and configured for fitment to the bottom of a weight sensor. 

7. A pad as claimed In claim 6. which is shaped and configured for 
fluid tight fitment to the bottom of a weight sensor so that fluids are prevented 
from entering between tiie pad and the bottom of ttne weight sensor. • 

8. A pad as claimed In claim 7. which includes a rim around the 
perimeter thereof, which rim is shaped and configured for fluid tight fitment of 
the pad to the bottom of a weight sensor. ' 



IS 
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9 A pad as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4. whlcFi forms a 

bottom portion of a housing for a weight sensor, the housing being made firom 
fluid:impervious material and the. housing being shaped and configured to 
. completely enclose the weight tensor in a fluid tight manner. 

^ 10 A pad as claimed in claim 9. wherein the housing is shaped and 

configured so that the housing can be fitted into a container for a weight 
sensor. 

A pad as hereinbefore generally described. 

12. A pad as specifically described with reference to or as illustrated 

in the accompanying drawings. 
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